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Caontacu: pDr. Lyls Bivana
(301) 443-3400

The Office of Resaarch Intagrivy (ORI) announcad today that it
18 witharaving its Dec. 29, 1952, legal detsermination that Dr
Fobart C. Gallo had committad uciinti%ic mi;conduot.

ORT is taking this action in 1light of racent Ressarch Integrity

A3djudications Panal dacisions, including ths ralated Popovic
decision issuad on tha eve cf tha Gallo hearing. Thase decisians
astablisned a nav definition of acientific misconduct as wull as a
new and axtramaely difficult standard Ior proving wmisconduct.

Phe effact of thia action is to and an appeal brought by Dr.
3allo and now pending dbefore the panel.

ORI found that Dr. Galle misstatsd the yole xthat %thw rrench
virug, LAV, played i{n his work with the AIDS virus. Wa alao found
that hs failed to idantify, in & timely manner, ths crigin of the
¢oll line umad to propagate the virus and that hae inappropriately
rastricted accags to ¢he call lins,” paid Dr. Lyls W. Bivens,
dirastor of the Offica of Reasarch Intsgrity.

WAftay analyzinq the panal's Nov, 3 daclaion, howevex, it is
claar that the panel now applias alrffazent standazds from thosae
applisd by ORI to reviaw £indings otf ‘sciantizic miscondust,'”
sivens continued. |

"Tha sclentific community has a low threshold of tolarance tor
falgse stataments, and this visw i3 rerflected in the regulatory
aefinition or ‘scientific misconduct.' ORI maintaing that the
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andaxrds applied by the panal raflgot a fundamental disagreament

vith ORY as te the importanca of clarity, accuracy and honasty in

aasience. Howeav Mt me
owever, because ORI ig bound by the panal's decisions, it
vill not continua 4vs smuana . _ .
~hu8 LT8 Procaading againar by, Gallo. As a practical
matter, tha pansl's recent dscisiong have made is gws

difficult for ORI to dmfand itg legal determin
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nisconduct regarding Dr. Gallo."

Under the regulatory definition, sciantific misconduct includas
“tabrication, falsification, plagiariam, or other practicaa that
seriously deviats from thoss that are commonly acceptad in the
scientiric community for proposing, condueting, or reporting
Tesdarch. It doas not include honast error or honest differancez in
intarpretations or judgmanz;n ¢ data.”

In its ponovic daciaion and others, tha ranel announced its
standard for finding misconduct based on rfalse statamants. The
piangl ruled that ORI must prove delibarate intant to dacaivs, that a
falas statemant have a pasexial or pilgnizicans effact on tha
ragsarch conclusions of the papar, and that there be po possibility

of honest ezror.

"Although ORI is not proceeding with the Gallo case, 1t remains
committed to applying the sclsntific community's standards for
integrity, and will vigorocusly investigatas allaegations of sclentific
niscenduct,” Dr. Bivens said.

Dr., Bivanz Alse notad that HHE L8 moving quicxly Lo implement
now statutory mandatas in the mipsenduct araa. Thase mandatea
include establishing a Commission on Ressarch Integrity vo enhance

ORI's ability to addrass wrongdoing by scisntiets,
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In commenting on ths panasl'a raeant decisions, Dr. Bivens
ntated:
“We believe that ORI's approach o0 datermining acient.iric
mimconduct is the ocorrect ¢ourse cf agtion. WwWe are
confidant that tha new Commiszsion will relnvigorates our
mrrorts to maintain the highest scientific standards and
to deal afectively with misgonauct. Wnlle dismayed ny
the panel propouncenents, ws remaln committed o
protecting the integrity of Public Health Barvice

rogsearch, "
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The Resesarch Intagrity Adjudications Panel hac intsrinm
responsipility for haaring appoals in scientific misconduct cases.
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