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| Dear Gerard:

addrass it hare and now. ~w. -

At you and Marc Girard requestad in Park City, 1 am providing the followiny -
information, “Wnat did I do.with the virus of Hontugnier?" . My answer. (see
the enclosura) was based on the interpratation that you people were pushing
the question whathar we “took” “nis.virus," 1 reacted to this fnsult in a way
that I falt was cangla:e; appropriate, and canclusiva. Newaver, now I have
cgason to pelieve that this quasticn was also asked in a manner tnat 1% iore

subtle, "techpical, and quasi-lega); {,e,, wa.ysad his virus to learn somathing

which halped us for the blopd test. ' I did not’address that Question, -1 will

' Tﬁeré'ﬁs'np{qucstion wa rocafVédfand'tembéraﬁify-pat:aged LAY] in the late

fall of 1983, ' We signad a paper ta that effect] .’ We dfd what Montagater and
1 agread we should do! - To try to analyzs ft and convince ourselves that they

" had sonething credible, We did this and, as 1 havée said, we found 1t could be

teansiitted (t.e., was a virus), had ceversa trangcriptase, and diffecred from
KTLY~1 and HILV-11, Isn't cthis precisaly what we agreed to da? Why else did
Montagniar sand the virus? Why did he then write a letter to Nature statiny

he sent {t to us? Why do some people (or at least Montagnier) aSsune some

wrony was thea done? Whet is the.wceng?, I we learned somathing $o what? Ous
wark was completely and totally {ndependent of his, It is true | cannes
unequivocally swear I didn’t learn something useful from it. 1 assume this is
in the nature of sclence and 1{fe, Howdver, I am far from sure we learned
anything useful to us, to AIDS research, or for the blood tast, ([t {s true
that wo confirmed transmission (tenporary) t cord dlood T-cells. It is also
true that when we did not have 4 source of cord blood T-cells we tewporarily
passed it 1a the HUT 78 cell Yine, We succeeded {n gatting low lavels of
virus, but then 1t was finished, Certainly, tnat was not a misuse, as Hontaynier
has slandered ma-n newspapers, Moreovar, 1 am sure wa did not put it in the
H9 clone. 1 am also surc that much later when wa, in fact, tried to saa {f it
would grow fn HY (February 19847, with Charmann's knowlodgs and in order to

colladorate, we could not grow it .{n H9 under our bast conditfons and on
repeated attempts probably bacause of the }{mited amount and wa could aot
repeat growth in HUT 78.
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Lat me put the problem in anobher way. Lat us for the momant take 3 hypathatica)

situatfon, Lat us 53y wowre not tha ones who broke Lha hack of this prodlem,

were not the ones who first succasded in mass-production of the virug, and were

nct the onas who developed a truly successful blood test fimst, succassfully

patanted, Let us 53y Montagnier's patent was {mmediataly accepted. Would

Hontagnier then say to NIW thare should be & shaping 50-50 in the' patent since

(1) the idea of & retrovicus causation of AIDS came from Gallo; (2) the

techniqua L0 yrow Tecells cam from Gallo; (3) Gallo sent the orfiginal 1L-2

To Mentagnier so ne could "practice® and laarn how tO yrow T-¢cells; (4) Gallo

" sant reagents for HTLV-) and HTLV-2 $0 that the new candidate virus of Montaygnier
could be chacked to detanmaine that 1t was untque? Obvicusly, thess garly

contributfons from us surely taught then somathing relevant for thelr work.

This cannot be debated, Yet, [ wonder 11 1 am wrong Lo dssuine that montagaier

would of fer anything to anyone if the hypothet ical situation wara truel
1 would love 0 know your honast opiaion. )

Finally, 1 am gaing W tell you something | have not discussed pafore and
which 1 would Viks to forgst. ‘When our wark first cams out before any
detailed ‘molecular data werp"ava%labia,on.LAVX'or our isolate, & scientish
kaown to- Joosaly collaborating with me and having sowa of my fsolates was
approached by an {adividual from a commarcial tirm cotlaborating with Montagniar,
The commercial parson inade 3 proposition %o my collaborator along the laes of
tha dirty road WQ'are'now’walk1n9;‘1.6.. ne said "what {f the yiruses could be
shovin to be almost the same? what §f . . .7 wnat 46 . . .7 after all, didn't
Montaygnier send some virus to Gatlo .. gte, 7%  He then mada an of fer of
~ ¥gollaboration® with clear tmpiicutions. 1 can assure you there are people
hera who can denonstrate this to' be the case. ' In short, those antics vere
~going on from.day 1 at laeast by one individual,

o Ragards, .. o ' AR
| Sincerely yours,
Robert C. Gallo, M.D.
RCG/BY ‘ '
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